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REVIEWS OF BOOKS AND 
AUDIOVISUAL AIDS 
Lawrence M. Solomon, M.D. 
R eview Editor 
Diseases of the Oral Mucosa, P. L. McCarthy and G. Shklar, 2nd ed. 
P hiladelphia, Pennsylvania, Lea & Febiger, (579 pages, $47.50). 
T his is a well-written and scholarly book by 2 well-known authorities 
in the field of oral mucous membrane disease. A subject which is often 
taken for granted by an author is pathological definitions. In th is book, 
the terms used are adequately defined. The book is profusely illustrated 
and the references are in the main current. Some of the clinical 
photographs are not of the same high quality as the majority of the 
photographs. Some of the photomicrographs are reduced to a size that 
makes it difficult to decipher the la beling. 
I question whether in aphthous stomatitis it is usual to have desqua-
mating erosive gingivitis (Table 4-1, p 52). A better classification of 
aphthous stomatitis t han that employed in the book is into minor and 
major ulcers based on the size of the ulcer. 
The cross-references could have been improved. In Chapter 7, Glos-
sitis Rhombica Mediana is described but there is no reference to 
Cooke's suggestion that candidiasis may be the cause until a later 
chapter in candidiasis. 
Although trauma may play a role in the pathogenesis of denture sore 
mouth the authors do not stress the importance of a candida! infection 
in this condition. 
It is generally agreed that mucoceles of the oral cavity are predom-
inately of the mucous extravasation type and that few are due to 
mucous retent ion. This, however, is not made clear by the authors. 
In the discussion of glossodynia the importance of a CBC, serum 
vitamin B 12 and folic acid levels in the work-up of a patient with this 
problem is not stressed. 
In the description of Bell's palsy no attempt is made to differentiate 
supra and infranuclear lesions of the facia l nerve. 
The treatment of tic douloureux is not cwTent. Vitamin B 12 has no 
place in the treatment of this condition. Carbamezapine is not men-
tioned and neither is the modern surgical procedure of decompression 
of the trigeminal nerve. 
The present tendency to divide lymphoma into Hodgkin's disease 
and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma is not mentioned. 
This book should be read by every dermatologist who has an interest 
in diseases of the oral mucosa. It contains a wealth of material and is 
eminently readable. 
Lawrence Cohen, Ph.D., M.D., D.D.S. 
Fortschritte der praktischen Dermatologie und Venerologie 
(Advances of Practical Dermatology and Venerology), Vol 9, 
Braun-Falco, 0., Wolff, H . H. (eds. ) Springer Verlag, Berlin-New 
York, 1979 (396pp, 69 illustrations, $21.30) . 
This is the 9th volume in a series of books based on the postgraduate 
courses in dermatology given at the University of Munich. These 
meetings were initiated by the late Prof. Alfred Marchionini in 1951 
and were continued at 3- to 4-year intervals by his successor, Prof. Otto 
Braun-Falco. The "Fortbildungskurs" in Munich is one of the most 
popular meetings of German-speaking dermatologists; t he 1979 meeting 
was attended by over eight hundred skin specialists from Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and other European countries. The lectures cover 
various fields of dermatology and combine theoretical advances and 
practical knowledge in an admirable way. 
Among the main topics of the 1979 meeting were immune dermatol-
ogy, photodermatoses and phototherapy, cutaneous manifestations of 
internal disorders, microbiology and modern therapeutics. Most of the 
47 contributors are well-known authorities in their respective fields; 
among these ru·e G. K. Steigleder (allergic contact eczema) , L. Juhlin 
(extragenital gonorrhea), T. Nasemann (chancroid) , K. Holubar (im-
mune pathology), S. Jablonska (bullous dermatoses), F. Urbach (pho-
totesting). G. Plewig (polymorphous light eruption), K. Wolff (PUVA 
therapy) and H. J. Bandman (light protection) . 
Other contribu tions are by U. W. Schnyder (dermatoses and internal 
disorders), R. L. Baer (porphyrias), C. E. Orfanos (hormonal factors 
affecting hair growth), G. Burg (diagnosis of cutaneous lymphomas), S . 
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Borelli (occupational dermatoses), H. H . Wolff (electron microscopy), 
N. Thyresson (new anti-inflammatory agents) and G. Stiittgen (oral 
retinoids) . An excellent comprehensive review of recent advances in 
dermatology by 0. Braun-Falco (66 pages, 514 references) concludes 
th is volume. 
Although of varying quality most of the articles represent the latest 
state of knowledge and include a large number of recent references. 
The book is printed on excellent paper and contains photographs and 
illustrations of good quality. 
The authors and Springer-Verlag deserve special credit for making 
the printed version of the postgraduate cow·se available less than 6 mo 
after the meeting took place. This inexpensive paper-back volume 
offers German-speaking practitioners a very useful review of recent 
theoretical and practical advances in dermatology. 
Herbert Goldschmidt, M.D. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Manual of Dermatology, J . Callen, M . Stawiski, and J . Voorhees, 
Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc., Chicago, 1980 (294 pages, 
$19.95) . 
This manual does not quite fit into the hand, but it comes close. And 
though its compass is small, its intent and accomplishments are large. 
Not intended for dermatologists but for medical students and primary 
care physicians, it was conceived to fill the gap between texts and 
atlases. Dermatologists in academic settings should acquaint them-
selves with this work, at least enough to decide whether they want to 
recommend it. 
There will be inevitable differences of opinion about that. Authors 
of any brief compendium have an immense task in choosing the small 
amount they can permit themselves on any one topic. When they say 
so little and omit so much, they will surely trigger much disagreement 
abo~t which principles, facts, or diseases are the crucial ones for the 
novice. 
As a small, low cost volume of highly concentrated text and many 
photos, it fills an important need. I predict it will become popular 
enough to warrant a second edition, which will permit the authors to 
make some needed modifications. 
There are naturally many items to protest, for example, "eczematoid" 
is defined circularly as "eczema-like inflammatory lesions"; the white-
head is called a small nodule; there may be too many esoteric diagnoses 
presented, considering the purpose and intended audience; Hutchin-
son's teeth and mulberry molars are identified as congenital syphilitic 
stigmata seen in infants (and at least for me, infancy does not extend 
to age 6) ; the references cited are surprisingly numerous for a small 
work, but most ru·e dated in the mid-1970's; the authors sprinkle brand 
names through the text, as well as generic names, but fail to use the ® 
mark that would signal the novice reader which is which; and so on. 
The many black and white photographs are helpful by their quantity, 
but less than optimal in quality. Hardly any could be called excellent, 
and many show the blight of translation from an original color trans-
parency. More effort next time will produce improvements. The authors 
have erred, I believe, in labeling the photos with nothing but a diag-
nostic name. Well worded captions could be highly informative and use 
no more space than is now left blank, a curiosity of design in a book 
that so desperately needs to utilize fully its available space. 
My major objection is directed at what some might praise in this 
book: the writing style. The authors present many facts clearly and 
without the wordiness and grammatical obfuscation that infect most 
medical writing. But they pay a high price: their writing bores, except 
in very small aliquots. The reason is simple: almost all the sentences 
are remarkably short, 8-15 words, and a distressing majority begin with 
an unadorned subject followed directly by its verb. One comes to crave 
an opening adverb, or the sweet variety of a subordinate clause, and 
yes, even plead for a sentence as long as 20 words. For example, t he 
authors might try, as a rewrite exercise, the paragraph on Keloids (page 
111) . In now contains 7 sentences. The number of words in each is 13, 
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8, 7, 8, 7, 21, 10 (10.6 average). Each sentence but one begins with 
subject-verb. Short sentences of constant structure grow tiresome. I 
have now illustrated my point. You are surely fatigued. A longer 
sentence would be welcome. (The authors should study and emulate 
the style of the praising preface written by Walter Shelley, who knows 
exceedingly well how to craft interesting sentences.) 
But the bottom line still says, "Take a look at this work," for few 
attempt what it attempts. It comes close enough to its goal that most 
students, not knowing otherwise and not wishing to invest much money 
and reading time, would likely be happy and learn much from it. 
Richard M. Caplan, M.D. 
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